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Queen Victoria's death. He had met the Princess of
Wales at the house of Lady Randolph Churchill, whom
he had known in Paris. Lady Randolph Churchill had
asked him to play at her house, and it was at one of those
musical parties that he was presented to the future Queen.
His hostess had told him beforehand : " Although Her
Royal Highness is rather deaf, yet she is able to hear and
to enjoy music." The Princess of Wales seemed enchanted
with Paderewski and with his playing and she frequently
asked him to play for her at Marlborough House.
Nevertheless, Paderewski would not allow his life to become
just a brilliantly lit stage accompanied by the usual routine
of success, and personal friends and interest meant as much
to him as they did ten years ago.   He did not lose his sense
of values, and he retained his appreciation of things beyond
the concert platform.   To play for some old friends without
a fee was still to Paderewski a greater pleasure than a
packed concert hall.   Particularly in London were there
such friends.   Now and again there was an evening party
given by one of his most devoted friends, Lady Barrington,
whose husband was Private Secretary to Lord Salisbury.
In their Victorian house in Cadogan Place there were no
powdered footmen ; the music-room was built out over the
courtyard, and only some two dozen friends would be
invited ; dinner was good, but not ostentatious, and so were
the names of the guests.   They dined together and Paderew-
ski knew them all.   He was not playing to a crowd, but
to individuals.   The same happened at Alma Tadema's,
in whose Roman studio, with its perfect acoustics, he loved
playing to a particularly cultured and artistic group of
friends.   It was the same at a few other houses: that of
his oldest London friend, Frank Schuster, or of Mrs. S. H.
Beddington at 21, Hyde Park Square.    Mrs. Beddington
was one of the few among Paderewski's friends who had
heard him at his first recital in London in 1890, having
been taken to the St. James's Hall by Teresa Carreno, the
celebrated Venezuelan pianist.   She was a pupil of Lesche-